"SMILING    CHARLIE"
Pa., Schwab's boyhood home, had given him more than
a passing knowledge of music, as well as Latin, Greek
and mathematics. Young Schwab also played the church
organ, sang and assisted at serving mass.
Loretto, a dozing hamlet on the crest of the Allegheny
Mountains, was founded by the famous Prince-priest,
Demetrius Gallitzin. It is noted in church history as
the home of Catholicism in western Pennsylvania* Its
three hundred inhabitants lived together as one family
under the spiritual guidance of the parish priest, the
Franciscan brothers and the gentle nuns at the convent
of the Sisters of Mercy* Here, in 1870, John Schwab, a
spare, black-bearded man of American birth but Ger-
man ancestry, brought his family from the nearby town
of Villiamsburg, Pa* Frau Schwab was a short, stout,
round-faced woman, fair of hair and complexion. She is
still living, rising ninety, and has lost none of her amia-
bility and shrewd common sense.
In his short pants period, Charlie Schwab "used to be
beaten up pretty regularly by his younger brother, Joe.
To shocked neighbors and the senior Schwabs this
seemed a frightful reversion of natural laws, and Charlie
was ordered to make a stand. Next time Joe chased
him Charlie stopped short and tremblingly cuffed his
astonished brother lightly upon the cheek* Then, before
Joe could retaliate, Charlie threw his arms about him,
burst into tears and exclaimed: "There now, Joe, Fve
licked you and we won't ever fight again/*
In later life, Charlie won many a victory by similar
methods,
John Schwab, beginning life as a hand in a woolen
mill, amassed a frugal competence. He bought out
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